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PROVIDING THAT THE AUTHORIZED STRENGTH OF THE METRO- 
POLITAN POLICE FORCE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SHALL 
BE NOT LESS THAN 2,500 OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 


Apnit 19 (legislative day, Aprit 9). 1956.— Ordered to he printed 


Mr. Bisxie, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


{To accompany H. R. 9078} 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 9078) to provide that the authorized strength of the 
Metropolitan Police force of the District of Columbia shall be not 
less than 2,500 officers and members, after full consideration, report 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill 
do pass. 

The purpose of this legislation is to provide that the authorized 
strength of the Metropolitan Police force of the District of Columbia 
shall be not less than 2,500 officers or members in addition to the 
persons appointed as surgeons for the eee an Police force, 
appointed as police matrons, or appointed as special privates, and 
others appointed during an emergency. 

The current appropriation for the Police Department for the 
District of Columbia contemplates 2,278 positions. However, the 
amount appropriated was sufficient to employ only an average of 
2,246 persons. To increase the force to a minimum of 2,500 would 
require additional funds sufficient to pay for 254 additional positions. 

Assuming that all of these positions were in the grade of private, 
the increased cost of the bill for the first 4 vears of its operation would 
be as follows: 

Ist year: 254 positions, at $4,193 $1, 065, 000 
2d vear: 254 positions, at $4,424 1, 124, 000 
3d year: 254 positions, at $4,707 ate 1, 196, 000 
4th vear: 254 positions, at $4,990 1, 267, 000 


In addition to this uniforms and equipment for the additional 
personnel would involve additioaal costs which in the first year would 
amount to $91,500. 
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2 STRENGTH OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE FORCE 


At a hearing before the Fiscal Affairs Subcommittee of the Senate 
Committee on the District of Columbia, on April 11, 1956, among 
those present who recommended without equivocation that this legis- 
lation be favorably considered were Chief of the Metropolitan Police 
Department Robert V. Murray; Mr. Ralph D. Pittman, president, 
Washington Criminal Justice Association; Mr. George L. Hart, 
chairman, Law Enforcement Council of the District of Columbia; 
and representatives of numerous citizens and civic organizations. 

The bill was reported by a unanimous vote of the subcommittee, 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, ar 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in which 
no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


(4-106 D. C. Cope, 31 Strat. 819) 


The said Metropolitan police force shall consist of one major and 
superintendent, who shall continue to be invested with such powers 
and charged with such duties as is provided by existing law; and also 
of one assistant superintendent with the rank of inspector; four sur- 
geons for the police and fire departments; three inspectors; ten cap- 
tains; twelve lieutenants, one of whom shall be harbor master; and 
such number of sergeants; and privates of class three; privates of class 
two; privates of class one; mounted inspectors, captains, lieutenants 
sergeants, and privates on horses and bicycles, and such others as said 
commissioners may deem necessary within the appropriations made 
by Congress: Provided, That the inspectors shall perform the duties 
required on June 8, 1906, of captains in the force, that the captains 
shall command police precincts and perform such duty or duties in 
connection therewith as the laws and regulations of the said commis- 
sioners may prescribe. The major and superintendent of the Metro- 
politan police shall be charged with the enforcement of all laws and 
regulations relating to the harbor, and employ the lieutenant, force, 
and means provided for this service in the execution of the duties 
appertaining thereto. The Me tropolitan Police force shall consist of 
not less than two thousand five hundred office rs and members, in addition 
to the persons appointed as surgeons for the Metropolitan Police force, 
appointed as police matrons, or appointed as special privates pursuant 
to sections 378 and 379 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relat- 
ing to the District of Columbia, approved June 22, 1874 (D. C. Code, 
sec. 4-133), and in addition to;any retired officer or member of the Metro- 
politan Police force called'back into service pursuant to section 12 of the 
Act entitled ‘An Act making appropriations to provide for the expenses 
of the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and for other purposes” 
approved September 1, 1916 (D. C. Code, sec. 4-514). 
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AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION AND CONVERSION 
OF CERTAIN NAVAL VESSELS 


ApriL 19 (legislative day, Aprit 9), 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Russeuu, from the Committee on Armed Services. submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 7993] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 7993) to authorize the construction and conversion of certain 
naval vessels, and for other purposes, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon with an amendment and recommend that 
the bill, as amended, do pass. 

The amendment ts as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 


That the President is hereby authorized to undertake the 
construction of, or to acquire and convert, not to exceed 
2,800 tons of patrol vessels. 

Sec. 2. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
such sums as may be necessary for the construction or for 
the acquisition and conversion of the foregoing vessels. 


EXPLANATION OF THE AMENDMENT 


The committee has amended the bill to provide only the authoriza- 
tion actually required for the prosecution of the Navy shipbuilding 
program for fiscal year 1957. 

There is sufficient unobligated tonnage available from other ship- 
building authorization acts to support the other vessels proposed for 
construction and conversion in the 1957 shipbuilding program. The 
action of the committee should not be construed as a disapproval of 
any items included in H. R. 7993 as it passed the House. 
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2 CONSTRUCTION AND CONVERSION OF NAVAL VESSELS 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of this bill, as amended, is to provide authorization for 
the construction or conversion of 2,800 tons of escort vessels. 


LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND 


The first statutory limitations on United States Navr ship tonnage 
were contained in the Washington and London Naval Limitation 
Treaties of 1922 and 1930. The Vinson-Trammell Act of March 27, 
1934, established an authorization for combatant tonnages within 
those treaty limits and provided automatic authority for the replace- 
ment of ships that were overage. Additional combatant-ship ton- 
nages were authorized by various acts prior to, during, and subsequent 
to World War II. From the shipbuilding authorization acts listed 
below there is sufficient unobligated tonnage to accomplish the con 
struction of all vessels in the program for fiscal year 1957, except for 
the one item of escort vessel authorization that remains the subject 
of the bill. 

Vinson-Trammell Act, approved March 27, 1934 (34 U.S. C. 495 

Public Law 528, 75th Congress, approved May 17, 1938 (34 U.S.C 
498). 

Public Law 629, 75th Congress, approved June 14, 1940 (34 U.S.C 
498-1). 

Public Law 757, 76th Congress, approved July 19, 1949 (34 U.S.C 
489-2). 

Public Law 369, 77th Congress, approved December 23, 1941 (34 
U.S. C. 498-3). 

Public Law 666, 77th Congress, approved July 9, 1942 (34 U.S.C 
498-5). 


WHY ESCORT VESSEL AUTHORIZATION NEEDED 


The authorization that would be provided by this bill 
construction of two ocean escorts, or escort vessels, which are successors 
to destroyer escorts. In the postwar classification of naval vessels 
the destroyer-escort type disappeared and the tvpe resembling it, the 
ocean escort, was included in the patrol vessels subcategory of com 
batant ships. The Navy’s postwar fleet first received statutory ap 
proval in the act of March 10, 1951 (Public Law 3, 82d Cong.). Th 
legislative history of that act indicated that the authority of the 
Vinson-Trammell Act, as amended, was not applicable to any patrol 
vessels and since that time all new ocean escorts and escort vessels 
have had separate authorization. The act of July 29, 1954 (Public 
Law 548, 83d Cong.) authorized construction of 12,000 tons of patrol 
vessels. 

At the present time, the Navy has an unobligated balance of only 


is for th 


314 tons of patrol vessels from Public Law 3, 82d Congress, and 
Public Law 548 83d Congress. Accordingly the 2,800 tons of new 
authority proposed to be granted by this bill is necessary for the con- 
struction of the two escort vessels in the 1957 program. 





CONSTRUCTION AND CONVERSION OF NAVAL VESSELS 


REQUIREMENT FOR THE VESSELS AUTHORIZED BY THIS BILL 


The two escort vessels in the 1957 shipbuilding program are part of 
the Navy’s continuing program of replacing obsolescent ships and 
designing newer types of escorts to meet the increasing submarine 
threat to the free world. This is a long-range program intended to 
avoid the danger of block obsolescence in this class of vessels. 

Mobilization requirements impose a demand for a large number of 
escorts for merchant convoys and slower naval forces. These 2 
escort vessels are in addition to 2 in the fiscal year 1956 program and 
will provide for a division of 4 low-cost prototypes designed to be 
mass produced rapidly from noncritical materials, 


COST DATA 


The Navy has requested appropriations in the amount of $23,600,000 
for the construction of these two vessels. 


DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATIONS 


Authorization for the construction of these vessels is a part of the 
Department of Defense legislative program for this year. Printed 
below and made a part of this report is a letter dated January 20, 1956, 
from the Judge Advocate General of the Navy requesting consideration 
of this legislation, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ApvvocatTEe GENERAL, 
Wasi vington, D.C. Ja uary 20, 195 
he honorable the PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Presipent: There is enclosed a draft of proposed 
legislation to authorize the construction of modern naval vessels, and 
for other purposes, 

This proposal is a part of the Department of Defense legislative 
program for 1956, and the Bureau of the Budget has advised that it 
has no objection to its submission to the Congress. The ve _partment 
of the Navv has been designated as the representative of the Depart- 
ment of Defense for this legislation. It is recommended that this 
proposal be enacted by the Congress. 


PURPOSE OF THE LEGISLATION 


The purpose of this legislation is to authorize the President to 
construct not more than 4,000 tons of patrol vessels. 

There is available from previous authorization acts sufficient unobli- 
gated tonnage for most of the vessels planned tor the 1956 program. 
There is a need, however, for the 4,000 tons requested here for patrol 
vessels planned for fiscal year 1957. 
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4 CONSTRUCTION AND CONVERSION OF NAVAL VESSELS 


COST AND BUDGET DATA 


Cost figures for the construction of the vessels authorized by the 
measure cannot be computed accurately at this time. These figures 
will be included in the 1957 budgetary estimates. Cost and budget 
data will of course be available when hearings are held on the proposal. 

For the Secretary of the Navy. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ira H. Nunn, 
Rear Adm iral USN, 
Judge Advocate General of the Navy. 
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